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but as soon as he'd got his wind, he'd have sat right
down and added another chapter to his Song, So you -
mustn't abuse it. Those little lips were never made
my ears to scandalize. And now I feel so much better
that I can wait for my lunch. Not too long, of course.
That would be dangerous."
With that, he gave me the bottle and Piers the glass.
Then he withdrew to the diade and lay down on his
back.
Piers and I shared what was left of the beer. Then
he and his wife went down to the laughing water, while
Adfele set her arm in mine and urged me towards a
hillock which seemed to command the scejae.
She did not speak, and, if I did, she only nodded and
smiled, but when we were up, she sat down and pulled
off her hat and pushed back her beautiful hair.   Then
she looked up and patted the turf by her side.
I sat down obediently.
For a little we sat in silence.
Then she touched my arm and pointed to Halfway
House.
" I brought us here," she said quietly. " Don't let
that memory cursjfe me as long as I live. ... I want
you and Berry and Jonah to go in and win. Now that
we've got so far, it'll be simply cruel if you can't. But
if—if anything happened to you or to either of them,
it'd break my heart. I don't think twice about Berry's
'weather forecasts'—if he didn't prophesy evil, I
s&o**W be alarmed. And I don't pretend to know how
far a man Eke Auntie Emma will really go. I imagine
that half he said was the purest falufi. For that reason
I haven't told Daphne what happened last Thursday
night. All the same, you won't forget that he doesn't*
know that the pearls are no longer for sale, , . . And
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